
The time 
 

 

The Place 
 

 

The Circumstances 
 

 

The Visitors  - shepherds 

  their invitation 

 their search? 
 

 

The Effect  

 on the shepherds 

 on others 

 on Mary 



Luke focused on the events around 

Jerusalem (cf. end of Gospel also) 



Born Gaius Octavius,  

23rd. September 63 BC , Augustus  

was the founder of the Roman 

Empire and its first Emperor, ruling 

from 27 BC until his death in 14 AD. 

His reign initiated an era of relative 

peace known as the Pax Romana. 

The Roman world was mostly free 

from large-scale conflict for more 

than two centuries. He reformed the 

Roman system of taxation, and 

developed networks of roads. 

But when the set time had fully come, 

God sent his Son          Galatians 4:4 



Luke mentions this second census in Acts 5:37, but also tells 

us about first one. 

 

Bible critics …… No evidence ????   

 Mary’s report (2:19)  

 Luke’s careful research (1:3) 

 Quirinius’ testimony inscription 

The Jewish historian Josephus recorded that in the year 6–7 

AD, Quirinius held a census for the enrolment of the Roman 

provinces of Syria and Judaea for tax purposes He links the 

census to an uprising led by Judas of Galilee. The most likely 

cause was the association between censuses and taxation, 

although there may have been religious objections. 



He ruled from 37BC                            to about 1BC 



About 2 BC 

On 25th December? 



This was an ancient Roman festival in honour of the deity 

Saturn, held on the 17th of December through to the 23rd of 

December. The holiday was celebrated with a sacrifice at the 

temple of Saturn, a public banquet, followed by private gift-

giving, continual partying, and a carnival. 



1, it wasn’t winter time! 
 the sheep were out in the fields.  

2, if the date of the Jesus’ death is in April 33AD 
    then his birth  33 ½  years before take us to the 
    Feast of Tabernacles starting on the 12th  October 

Winter in Israel starts with 
showers in October and  

advances to periodic heavy 
rainfall from November to March.  



Luke 2: 4 



Would Mary have to go for the registration?  Luke 2:5 



Luke 2: 6 - 7     No room ? 



Shepherds 



 And there were shepherds living out 
in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night.     Luke 2:8 



Luke 2: 9 -12 

Don’t be afraid 

Good news 

Messiah is born 

The Sign 



Luke 2: 13 – 15 

Angels 

Appear 

Praise 

Disappear 



How many hotels 

does Bethlehem 

have today?  

******************* 

12 cheap 

4 middle 

1 luxury 

******************** 

How did they find it? 





Luke 2 : 17 



Luke 2 : 18 



Luke 2 : 19 



Luke 2:20  


